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Welcome
Welcome to the Fall 2017 ACDS Newsletter!
The aim this quarter is to bring you up the
highlights of the newly reinstated Mid-year meeting
in D.C., as well as provide updates on recent work
by selected Society committees. We want to wish
all our members a joyful Holiday season and look
forward to seeing you in sunny San Diego February
15th, 2018.
Katherine Brown
Education Committee Chair, ACDS
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Message from the President: Sharon Jacob
Back in 1987, a handful of members led by Robert M. Adams, the pioneering first editor of
the American Journal of Contact Dermatitis (now Dermatitis), nurtured the society and her
journal into existence. It's captivating to reach back into those archived issues (dating back
to March 1990) through the ACDS website journal link and get a bird's eye view. In the
inaugural issue, Alexander Fisher discussed "The Promise" of the New Journal and
answered questions about facial redness from Retin-A, whether chronic dermatitis plays a
role in MF, and whether patients whose skin is irritated by wool have to avoid lanolin in his
'Ask Alex' column. Who in this profession hasn't had a burning question they would have
loved to just 'Ask Alex'? In the same issue, Rudolf Baer detailed the 'tremendous recent
advances in the understanding of the mechanisms of ACD' and Robert Rietschel, Lawrence
Rosenthal and the North American Contact Dermatitis Group laid the foundation for metrics
in their discussion on "A standard patch test screening series used diagnostically in young
and elderly patients"...
In these past 30 years our journal has reached new heights --- our Impact Factor of of
2.403 is the highest we have achieved. This issue is dedicated to our journal, our voice for
our society. In the words of Alexander Fisher ... please do "Keep in contact!"

Sharon j.

Frontiers in Dermatitis
Nov 3-4, 2017 Washington, DC
This year marks the first time in over a decade that the
American Contact Dermatitis Society has hosted a mid-year
CME meeting, which began this year on a beautiful fall day
in our nation's capital with scientific hot topics. Beginning
with a review on advances in dermatitis, the role of toll-like
receptors (TLRs) in ACD was discussed, providing insight
on why mice, lacking TLRs, are a poor model for nickel
allergy. We also learned about the impact of bioactive lipids
from the endogenous cannabinoid system
(endocannabinoids) in inflammatory disease and reviewed examples of how tissue-specific
microbiome promote local immunity.
Building upon this, the cutting edge of dermatitis session connected the clinical to the basic
science. Dr. Alison Ehrlich discussed the mechanisms behind recent therapeutic progress
in dermatitis. Recently approved IL-4 receptor antagonist, dupilumab, was highlighted, and
the pathophysiology behind potential future therapeutic small molecules and biologics, such
as JAK-STAT inhibitors, prostaglandin D2 receptor antagonists, and monoclonal antibodies
against IL-31, was reviewed. Drs. Machler and Watsky gave lively talks on systemic
contact dermatitis and airborne allergic contact dermatitis, highlighting atypical exposures
such as open roasting of raw cashews (urushiol) in the home resulting in severe facial and
intertriginous SCD in a patient previously sensitized to both poison ivy and mangos, and
airborne toilet cleaner containing MI causing a recurrent thigh dermatitis, reminding the
audience that sleuthing skills are a necessity in this specialty. Have you considered in your
practice the diagnosis of airborne ACD from isothiazolinones in water-based paints and the
potential role these could have in sensitization?
Following this session, the meeting highlighted pediatric
topics. Dr. Nanette Silverberg emphasized the disease
burden and cost of treating irritant contact dermatitis,
including diaper dermatitis, and reviewed the unique ways
common allergens may present as dermatitis in pediatric
patients. Pre-meeting input was gathered from all attendees
to develop a consensus driven baseline pediatric patch test
series, which Dr. Yu supplemented with breakout sessions
on each day of the conference.
Later in the day, pearls on completing workers
compensation forms were reviewed by Dr. Holness, and Dr.
Cohen presented a practical approach to evaluating
occupational dermatitis, generating enthusiasm in the crowd
for this important subject. Focusing on regulatory issues, Dr.
Linda Katz reviewed the limited involvement of the FDA in
evaluating cosmetic products. The FDA bans 11 cosmetic
ingredients, whereas similar agencies in Europe regulate
over 2000 ingredients in cosmetic products. If you note adverse reactions to specific
cosmetic products, please take the time to report them online to the FDA. Dr. Heather
Lampel closed out Day 1 of the meeting with a basic introduction to patch testing for young

dermatologists and student and resident attendees. She emphasized the importance of
trained staff, variation in materials for patch testing, and the process of the patch testing
week.
Day 2 of the meeting opened with the exciting announcement
from immediate past president, Dr. Bruce Brod, that given that
30% of ACDS members are also members of the AMA, the
ACDS qualified to apply for "A Seat at the Table" as a new
member to the AMA Specialty and Service Society. This is a
major milestone for the society to have the opportunity for
representation, and to shape legislation and policy. We thank
him for serving as our pioneer delegate and for advocating for
our subspecialty in this critical arena and at this critical time.
The Hot Topics session continued with an update on latest
research on the chemistry of contact allergens from Dr. Paul
Dr. Alison Ehrlich & Dr.Bryan
Siegel from NIOSH. We were fortunate to have Dr. Luz
Anderson - Meeting Co-Chairs
Fonacier, a SUNY allergist, present a practical approach to
differentiate the subtypes of chronic urticaria and how to efficiently develop an action plan
for patients resistant to initial antihistamine therapy based on current guidelines. The
multidisciplinary nature of this meeting continued when Dr. Philip Katz, a Weil Cornell
gastroenterologist, enlightened us on the syndrome of Eosinophilic esophagitis, the risk
factors, and the potential correlation to specific food triggers.

Dr. Doug Powell

In the final potpourri session, Dr. Atwater reviewed all things
Gallate! We now know to look for propyl gallate in particular as
a cause of lip dermatitis. Dr. Taylor presented his practical
approach to device dermatitis on a particularly challenging
area for patients and physicians alike. The pearls and pitfalls
of testing for contact urticaria were shared by Dr. Doug Powell,
as was his passion for this potentially underrecognized entity.

The social highlight of the meeting was a private art
viewing experience at the historic Phillips Collection in
Washington's vibrant Dupont Circle neighborhood.
Members wined and dined among some of the world's
best artwork at a special exhibition at the Phillips
Collection, much like the notable personalities in
Renoir's Luncheon of the Boating Party, highlighting one
of the most famous works from the celebrated career
of Pierre-Auguste Renoir.

The 9th Annual Contact Allergen Bee!
We are pleased to announce the 9th year in a row that the
ACDS-Dermatitis will be hosting the Contact Allergen Bee
contest for dermatology residents. The contest will be held on
Thursday, February 15, 2018 at 5PM during the annual
meeting in San Diego. Participants should arrive at 4PM.
Questions are based on publications in Dermatitis from 20152017. Previous non-winning contestants may participate again. Entries are limited to two
representatives per program. Spread the word to your competitive resident colleagues and
remind them registration for the meeting is free for them with a letter from Chair or Program
Director!

Updates from the 2017-2018 ACDS Task Forces and Committees:
As you read these updates, please consider getting involved in your Society. Our
committees and task forces are look for new members in the spring to transition into these
roles, bringing fresh ideas to the table and help the Society consider new ways to serve its
members. Please contact Cindy Froehlich (Cindy.Froehlich@froehlichams.com) with your
interests.

Task Force: Scope of Patch Test Capabilities
Your Team: Pat Engasser and Heather Lampel, Co-Chairs, Brian Machler, Dianne Silvestri,
Michael Sheehan
Update: We have agreed to these searchable notations for patch testing in the directory:
(T) TRUE Test - Basic
(A) ACDS Core 80/NACDG screen
(E) Extended Patch Testing
(P) Photo Patch Testing
(D) Drug Patch Testing
(O) Occupational work-up
(C) Children/Pediatric (<12 yo) Patch Testing
Members will have 3 modes to update their elected notations- fax, data-gathering link, and
on the membership profile update.
The Task Force Academic Positioning
Your Team: Susan Nedorost, Chair; Lisa Garner, Alison Ehrlich, Amber Atwater, David
Cohen, and Kari Martin.
Update: A proposal has been submitted to the Dermatology section of ACGME requesting
that patch testing be added to the Resident Procedure Log and recommends that 5 patch
tests procedures be logged (observed or performed) over the course of the 3 years of
residency. This information and justification was also presented at the recent Association
of Professors of Dermatology meeting and was well-received. Because of these further
discussions, we are now planning to submit an addendum to the ACGME letter to further
explain the reasoning behind our request. The Review Committee is scheduled to meet in
January 2018.
Task Force on Business Policy
Your Team: Jenny Murase, Chair; Amber Atwater, Steve Helms, Brian Machler, Kalman
Watsky, Henry Zhu, Matt Zirwas; Advisors: Don Belsito, Michael Sheehan, Margo Reeder,
Bruce Brod
Update: The Task Force has generated a Letter of Necessity on Comprehensive Patch
Testing with updated references that can be used by the membership to justify extended
series testing to insurance companies. They have developed a publication under peer
review by Dermatitis that is a review article summarizing data supporting the importance of
extended series testing that can be utilized in contract negotiations, entitled "Advanced
Series Justification: Medical Necessity of Comprehensive Patch Testing." In addition, they
have performed a formal analysis of the ACDS member needs assessment regarding novel
compensation models for physicians who patch test at medical groups and academic
centers, such as ways to create incentives for physicians to develop expertise in patch
testing, such as establishing director salary or physician RVU credit. This analysis is also
under peer review by Dermatitis in a publication entitled "Survey of Patch Test Business
Models in the United States by the American Contact Dermatitis Society." Their
accomplishments will be summarized at the upcoming ACDS Annual meeting in San Diego
to update the membership.
CAMP Committee:
Your Team: Jonathan Zippin, Jonathan Silverberg, Denis Sasseville, Marshall Welsh
Update: We are working towards a new platform for conducting research using data
obtained from the CAMP database. We have also allocated funds to support an accelerated
schedule of product review which we hope will reduce our review time from 18 months to 6
months. These changes will greatly improve the utility of the CAMP safe products list.
Education Committee:
Your Team: Katherine Brown, Chair, Rajani Katta, Esperanza Welsh, Bryan Anderson,
Kathryn Zug, Alison Ehrlich, Catalina Matiz, Jennifer Chen, Apra Sood.
Update: We hope to assist the Interactive Media Committee to update and expand the
educational resources of the ACDS website. If there is an education resource you'd like to
see on the website, let us know! The committee has a great breakout session planned for
the ACDS Annual meeting on the Basics of Patch Testing and we hope to see you there.
Membership Committee:

Your Team: Rajani Katta, Chair, John Elliott, Linda Benedict, Pat Engasser, Tracy Novosel,
Apra Sood
Update: The Membership Committee is working on the processes for welcoming new
members, with an updated welcome email highlighting the resources available to new
members, as well as a planned new members' table at the annual ACDS meeting.

Calling all Mentees!
The ACDS offers mentorship awards that young dermatologists can apply for biannually to
spend time with a contact dermatitis expert. To highlight this professional development
opportunity, we'd like to share some experiences from former mentees or mentors. Please
contact the Society with your story about how this experience impacted your career.

Mark your calendars for upcoming ACDS events!
Feb 15, 2018.

The 29th Annual Meeting of the ACDS in the "Plymouth of the West", sunny San Diego,
CA, which "had the nerve to tout itself as 'America's Finest City'", Peter Leo (Pittsburgh
Post-Gazette). The meeting will be held at the Manchester Grand Hyatt and registration is
now open. Highlights of the meeting include updates, the Allergen Bee, resident
presentations, the Fisher Recipient Kathryn Zug, and a great Hot Topics session.
----- AND ----September 2018. ACDS Mid-year Meeting
The September 28-29th, 2018, ACDS MId-year meeting "Pioneers In Dermatitis", in the
"Mile-High City" of Denver will feature an interactive program time for all members,
including residents, to explore opportunities to contribute in areas of research and patient
engagement. If you are considering submitting a proposal for ACDS funding, we hope you
will attend to meet potential collaborators."

Thank you to our Frontiers in Dermatitis 2017 Sponsors!
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