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Welcome
Welcome to the Summer 2017 ACDS Newsletter! This edition highlights the Contact Allergen
Management Program Updates, the spearheading of new committee mission statements for the
bylaws as well as mid-year committee updates, and progress updates from the Task Forces on
Scope of Patch Test Capabilities, Business Policy, and Academic Positioning. We hope it
serves as an important source for members and welcome feedback and suggestions for future
newsletters.
Katherine K. Brown
Education Committee Chair, ACDS

Message from the President: Sharon Jacob
Did you know that the membership of the ACDS reached over 1000 members this year? Yes,
indeed, we are now 1004, to be exact! Which leads to the burning question of who are the
members that make up our legion and are the members needs being served?
There are seven categories to our membership (Fellows, Adjunct, Affiliate, Associate, Honorary,
Life and Residents. Notably, 909 members are Fellows (predominantly made up of 90%
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dermatologists and 9% allergists), which makes sense, given that the Father of Contact
Dermatitis, Professor Josef Jadassohn, was a dermatologist. And, yet I found myself
reflectively intrigued by who the ‘other’ 95 members are and the potential alternative perspective
they could offer should our paths cross on the CD meridian.
So who are our non-Fellows? Eighteen are adjunct members (a category developed for patch
test coordinators) and thirty-one are affiliates (nurse practitioners, physician assistants,
researchers and nurses) again, this stands to reason…given the growth of our society paralleled
the development of the clinically impactful online alternative databases: Contact Allergen
Replacement Database (C.A.R.D) and subsequently the Contact Allergen Management
Program (C.A.M.P) … Notably, we have 11 resident members, a staggeringly small number
given the large socioeconomic burden of CD.
So, what is our society doing to develop and engage new members and continue to best serve
the needs of the society as a whole? Recently at the 2017 Annual meeting, Susan Nedorost
directed a highly successful session “Defining Gaps in Dermatitis Care”, using Open Spaces to
bridge clinicians with basic scientists (including immunologists and microbiologists) and ACDS
leadership with the patient-parent constituency who attended the interactive event (to learn
more about this exciting session please look to the upcoming issue of Dermatitis).
Furthermore, on the horizon after a decade of dormancy, key members of the society have
taken the initiative to launch a novel scientific and interactive program and revitalize the ACDS
mid-year meeting. Why is it important for us expand the scope of our society and embrace our
diversity? Because… “One must from time to time attempt things that are beyond one's
capacity”. --- Pierre-Auguste Renoir
Looking forward to connecting with you all in D.C., learning more from you about ways to
improve our society to meet greater needs, and, of course, touring the Renoir’s with you at the
Phillips!
Sharon J.

ACDS CAMP Update:
CAMP and the CAMP app have been functioning well this year without significant problems.
At the last ACDS CAMP board meeting, the board members felt that it would be preferable if all
products in CAMP were updated every year rather than every 18 months. In addition, there was
interest in adding several new product categories. The board has decided to increase the hours
spent by our data analyst by 50% and will reassess in 6 months to see if this increase is
sufficient to meet these goals. From the CAMP user’s perspective, this will mean that you will
find more product categories in CAMP and that CAMP will be more up-to-date.
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We now have a full year of ACDS CAMP allergen prevalence data including data from the entry
screen questions which were added last year. We are working behind the scenes to start the
IRB approval process for using CAMP data as a tool to provide an estimate of the prevalence of
contact allergy in North America to the ACDS Core Series and other common allergens. We will
update the ACDS membership as this project unfolds.
Andrew Scheman
Director, CAMP

Mission Statements and Committee Updates
CAMP Committee:
Your Team: Jonathan Zippin, Jonathan Silverberg, Denis Sasseville, Marshall Welsh
Mission Statement: The CAMP Committee helps to guide the maintenance and development of
the CAMP database and app.
Fundraising Committee:
Your Team: Amber Atwater (Chair), Brian Machler, Sharon Jacob (Ex officio).
Mission Statement: The ACDS Fundraising Committee helps to secure funds for ACDS
activities. The primary objective is to raise funds for meeting support.

Education Committee:
Your Team: Katherine K. Brown (Chair), Rajani Katta, Jennifer Chen, Kathryn Zug, Sharon
Jacob, Esperanza Welsh, Brian Anderson, Catalina Matiz, Alison Ehrlich, Apra Sod.
Mission Statement: “The mission of the Education Committee shall be to fulfill the needs of the
ACDS members and the larger dermatology community involved in patch-testing by making
quality and diverse educational opportunities available through online venues, articles,
newsletters, and meetings to the members of the society, with reports to the board of directors
biannually.
Update: The Education Committee has worked on formalizing tasks and mission statements for
the bylaws update this year, which will help new committee members or Chairs transition well.
The committee is planning the breakout session for the ACDS Annual Meeting and exploring
options and platforms for web-based remote lectures for residency programs looking to expand
a contact dermatitis curriculum.
Public Relations Committee:
Your Team: Stephen Stone (Chair), MariPaz Castanedo, Salma de la Feld, Rajani Katta
Mission Statement: To promote better understanding of Dermatitis and the Society through a
variety of public outreach efforts, marketing and public relations. The committee will work to
increase the public awareness of the impact of occupational, allergic and atopic dermatitis on
the public health and economy. The committee will attempt to promote increased awareness of
the ACDS among other dermatologists, including by working cooperatively with the leadership
and staff of other dermatology organizations such as the AAD, SID, and other societies.
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Interactive Media Committee:
Your Team: Golara Honari (Chair), Jennifer Chen, Cory Dunnick, Sara Hylwa, Richard Usatine
and Advisor: Michael Sheehan
Mission Statement: Work under the guidance of the ACDS to assist with recommendations on
website design, organization, and content. Provide membership education on interactive media
tools and content available through the ACDS. Work to strengthen the society’s technological
infrastructure on Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn and other forms of digital media.
Update: We are working with our vendor to improve the timeliness of website updates and to
streamline navigation. Additionally, we are also working on ways to improve educational content
in partnership with the Education Committee going forward.
Membership Committee:
Your Team:Rajani Katta John Elliot (Chair), John Elliott, Linda Benedict, Pat Engasser, Rajani
Katta, Tracy Novosel, Apra Sood.
Mission Statement: The Membership Committee reviews applications for membership, and
provides information on the benefits of ACDS membership.
Updates: The committee is evaluating the processes for welcoming and orienting new
members.
Long-Range Goals & Planning Committee
Your Team: Margo Reeder (Chair), Joe Fowler, Pam Scheinman, Kathy Schwarzenberger, Kal
Watsky (Ex officio).
Mission Statement: The Long-Range Planning Committee is tasked with creating a vision for the
future of the ACDS to communicate to the Executive Committee and Board. Ideally, medium
and long-term goals can be developed in areas of perceived need by considering the strengths,
weaknesses, opportunities, and threats that the Society faces.

Task Force Updates
Task Force: Scope of Patch Test Capabilities
Your Team: Pat Engasser (Co-Chair) and Heather Lampel (Co-Chair); Brian Machler, Dianne
Silvestri, Selma de la Feld.
Mission Statement: Develop streamlined member notations in the directory to identify specific
testing offered by providers.
The Task Force Academic Positioning (Patch test procedure log)
Your Team: Susan Nedorost (Chair); Lisa Garner, Alison Ehrlich, Amber Atwater, David Cohen,
and Kari Martin.
Update: It had become apparent that patch testing in some states would no longer be covered if
performed by dermatologist, but only if done by an allergist. Part of this may lie in the fact that
patch testing is a required procedure of Allergy/Immunology Fellowship, but is not currently
required for Dermatology training. We have put together a proposal to add patch testing to the
required surgical procedure log during Dermatology residency training and will be presenting
our recommendations at the Association of Professors of Dermatology meeting in October
2017. If consensus is reached, we hope to submit our proposal to the Dermatology Residency
Review Committee to be put into action.
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Task Force on Business Policy
Your Team: Jenny Murase (Chair), Matt Zirwas, Amber Atwater, Steve Helms, Kal Watsky,
Advisor: Don Belsito.
Mission Statement: Works for the ACDS membership to address issues regarding business
models and policy related to patch testing.
Updated: Goals that we developed at our first meeting for the 2017-18 year are several.
•
•
•
•

To revise the Letter of Necessity on Comprehensive Patch Testing with updated
references
To develop a sample Insurance Letter for members that could be used in conjunction
with the Letter of Necessity
To perform a formal analysis of the Members Needs Assessment regarding
compensation issues that will be published in Dermatitis
To develop a lecture reporting our group’s findings to the membership at the ACDS
Annual Meeting

FRONTIERS IN DERMATITIS (ACDS 2017 MID-year meeting Nov 3-4, Washington, D.C.)
From about 1990 to 2004, the ACDS held an annual ‘mid-year meeting’. This dedicated
conference served to bring together the multi-faceted membership of the society, connecting the
basic scientists, allergists, clinical immunologists and dermatologists. This year’s mid-year revival
meeting, "Frontiers in Dermatitis", promises to be great with a kick-off session titled “Advances in
Dermatitis” where we will hear about Toll-like Receptors in Allergic Contact Dermatitis (Anthony
Gaspari), the Endocannabinoid System (Vivian Shi), Impacts of the Biome (Oliver Harrison), and
Eosinophilic Esophagitis (Philip Katz). The playbill is packed from learning about therapeutic
advances in Atopic Dermatitis (Alison Ehrlich) during the Cutting-Edge Session on Dermatitis, to
the Hot Topics Session on Burden of Pediatric Contact Dermatitis (Nanette Silverberg) and the
need for the ACDS to Take A Seat At The Table (Bruce Brod) … and so much more
For more information and to register
In partnership with the “Well-Assembled Meetings” company, we hope to provide a stellar and
enriching CME program. The culmination of the first day is a tour of the historic Phillip House and
private viewing of the Renoir collection http://www.phillipscollection.org/collection/boating-party we hope you will join us for both the conference and what will prove to be a most memorable
evening catching up with friends.
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Registration is open!

ACDS Calendar
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Board Nominations due- September 8th, 2017
Mentoring and Mid-Career Development Awards due- October 15th, 2017
2018 Clinical Research Award submissions due- October 15th, 2017
2018 Annual Meeting Abstracts due- October 31, 2017
2018 Fisher Resident Award applications due- October 31, 2017
2018 Maibach Travel Awards due October 31, 2017
29th Annual Meeting of the ACDS - Thursday, February 15th, 2018, San Diego, CA

Special thanks to the contributors of this edition of the ACDS newsletter:
Katherine Brown, Mari Paz Castanedo, and Sharon Jacob
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American Contact Dermatitis Society
2323 North State Street #30
Bunnell, FL 32110 USA
tel. 386 437-4405
www.contactderm.org
info@contactderm.org

Address after October 1, 2017
American Contact Dermatitis Society
85 High Street
Waldorf, MD 20602
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